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Jin the united states patent and trademark office 

^^Application of : Suzuki et al. File No.: 180640 

Art Unit: 2838 

Filed: 12 APRIL 2002 Examiner: Luk, Lawrence 

Application No.: 09/833,884 

Patent: CHARGING APPARATUS, CHARGING METHOD, CHARGING SYSTEM, 
AND RECORDING MEDIUM ONTO WHICH RECORDED A CHARGING METHOD 

Mail Stop Response 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

COMMUNICATION 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant received an Office Action dated January 20, 2004 in which U.S. 
Patent No. 6,531 ,845 to Kerai et. al was cited. In an interview between the undersigned 
and the Examiner, the undersigned pointed out that Kerai et al is not properly cited as 
prior art because it has a priority date after the priority date of the subject application. 
The Examiner indicated that he would withdraw the Office Action and the citation of 
Kerai et al. 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests the withdrawal of the Office 

Action. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Neal L. Slifkin 
Registration No.: 34,018 



HARRIS BEACH LLP 
99 Garnsey Road 
Pittsford, NY 14534 
(585)419-8636 



